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Number of students:  18 
Number of teachers:  7 
Number of ECTS:  2 
Duration in days:  6 
 
Opera coaches: Kristian Attila, 
  Martin  Hellström, 
  Liisa Pimiä 
Phonetics:  Cecile Halkola 
Vocal coaches: Nadia Kurem,  
  Soile Isokoski 
Conductor:  Markus Lehtinen 
Orchestra:  Oulu Symphony 
  Orchestra 
 
 



The overall objective 

• was to offer the students a possibility to gain from the real-life 
situation, where an opera concert production is put together in one 
week.  

• The biggest added value in this project was to have a possibility to 
rehearse and perform with the professional orchestra and a 
conductor.  

• The intensive course offered the students a possibility to learn and 
grow as an artist, in a real-life situation, though in a safe 
educational environment, where there were present three opera 
coaches, two vocal teachers and where also the conductor of the 
performance was a teacher (professor). 

 

 



Intensive Course program 

• Repertoire based on the theme of ”French opera” 

• Rehearsals with the phonetics teacher 

• Piano rehearsals with opera coaches 

• Lessons with vocal coaches 

• Rehearsals with the orchestra and conductor 

• Two concerts, all students performing arias 

 







Achieved outcomes 

• putting together a production in a time-frame, which responds to the real-
life situation.  

• focus in learning process instead of concentrating only on the concert 
performance.  

• useful experience how to work with a professional orchestra and a 
conductor 

• developed skills in working in a multi-language environment 
• observations about his/her own role in relation with music on stage 
• Experience in working professionally and independently 
• a glimpse how the production is put together from the perspective of an 

organizer. This is valuable information to understand how the “big 
machinery” works 
 



Impact and dissemination  

 

• Students’ personal development 

• Professional integration 

• Networking 

• NordOpera network meeting 
• Evaluation not only the student level and their improvement, but also to benchmark, what is 

the level of the opera singing students at the moment in Nordic-Baltic area. 
• arena for the dissemination.  

• The project results will be presented in the joint meeting of Nordplusmusic networks’ annual 
meeting held in Riga in October 2018. 

• The subject and theme-based Nordic-Baltic collaboration is very often a good cooperation model 
in European-level discussions on higher music education.  

• The Nordic cooperation results are widely disseminated through the discussions participants have 
in European-level fora, such as in AEC (Association of European Conservatoires) conferences. 
 



Administrative lessons learnt 

• IP during September using last year’s funding 

• Reporting back quickly before 31st October deadline 
• Text part possible in this time frame 

• Financial part almost impossible due to e.g, the following: 
• Invoices come late 

• Processes in financial systems require time 

• No time frame for human errors  


